Minutes of Meeting

BOARD OF FUNERAL, CEMETERY & CONSUMER SERVICES

Teleconference Meeting

March 6, 2007 - 9:00 A.M. to 11:00 A.M.

I. Call to Order and Roll Call

Mr. Greg Brudnicki, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 9:03 am.  Ms. Diana Evans, Executive Director, called the roll:

  

PRESENT:



Pete Ballas



PRESENT (via phone):


         



  
Greg Brudnicki, Chairman


Jody Brandenburg, Vice-Chairman
         




Justin Baxley  


         


  
Powell Helm



Nancy Hubbell  

  
Gail Thomas-DeWitt


Catherine Zippay




ALSO PRESENT:

        
Richard Brinkley, Assistant Director

Deborah Loucks, Board Counsel (via phone)

Elizabeth Teegen, Chief Counsel (via phone)

LaTonya Bryant, Department Staff


James Gellepis, Department Staff


ABSENT:


Tracy Huggins         





  
Ken Jones






Ms. Evans declared a quorum.  
Ms. Evans requested adding 2 items to the Agenda based upon errors within the Department:


F.   
Application(s) to Become a Continuing Education Provider


2.
Florida Morticians Association, Inc.


G.
Application(s) for Funeral Establishment


4.
Sevens Springs/Trinity Chapel Inc d/b/a Dobies Funeral Home (New Port Richey)
Mr. Chairman approved the request.

II.
New Business

A.
Application(s) for Florida Laws and Rules Examination – See Addendum A



1.  
Funeral Director and Embalmer - Internship

                       
a.    Hodgson, Johnny A

               
2.   
Funeral Director and Embalmer- Endorsement

                       
a.    Gallagher, Joseph A

 
b.    Lundy, Philip A


c.    Palmer, Lindsay L

      
3.   
Embalmer


          
a.    Palenzuela, Priscilla 


4.  
Direct Disposer



a.   
West, Carlton

MOTION:  Mr. Powell Helm moved to approve the application(s).  Ms. Gail Thomas-DeWitt seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.


B.
Application(s) for Embalmer Apprentice – See Addendum B

    
1.    Vinci, Laura M

C. Application(s) for Funeral Director and Embalmer Intern – See Addendum B

               
1.    Davidson, Douglas L 


2.  
McGovern, Sara A

D. Application(s) for Funeral Director Intern – See Addendum B


1.
Segura, Tricia L

Mr. Justin Baxley disclosed his affiliation with Hiers-Baxley Funeral Services (McGovern, Sara).

Mr. Jody Brandenburg disclosed his affiliation with Hardage-Giddens Funeral Home (Davidson, Douglas L).

Ms. Loucks questioned whether their affiliations would cause them to not vote objectively.

Mr. Baxley and Mr. Brandenburg responded no.

MOTION:  Mr. Helm moved to approve the application(s).  Ms. Thomas-DeWitt seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.


E.
Application(s) for Continuing Education Course Approval – See Addendum C



1.
Academy of Graduate Embalmers of Georgia, Inc. 0001409



2.
MKJ Marketing 0001419



3.
National Funeral Directors Association 0001441



4.
The York Group, Inc. 0002760

MOTION:  Col. Pete Ballas moved to approve the application(s).  Mr. Brandenburg seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.


F.   
Application(s) to Become a Continuing Education Provider



1.
Regulatory Support Services, Inc. (Manakin-Sabot, VA)

MOTION:  Ms. Nancy Hubbell moved to approve the application.  Mr. Helm seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.


2.
Florida Morticians Association, Inc.

MOTION:  Col. Ballas moved to approve the application.  Ms. Thomas-DeWitt seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.


G.  
Application(s) for Funeral Establishment


1.    Florida Colonial Holdings Inc d/b/a Giddens-Reed Funeral Home (Jacksonville)

Ms. Evans stated that the application was submitted on December 4, 2006.  The application was incomplete when submitted and a deficiency letter was sent to the applicant.  The deficient items were returned on January 31, 2007.  The fingerprint cards for all principals were submitted and returned without criminal history.  The facility passed its inspection on February 1, 2007.  
Mr. Brandenburg stated that there may be 2 funeral establishments at the same physical location address.

Ms. Evans requested that the item be addressed later in the meeting while Staff looks into this.

Mr. John Rudolph questioned the name of the other establishment.

Mr. Brandenburg responded that the name of the other establishment is Prestwood Funeral Home.

Mr. Helm confirmed that the name was still on the funeral home the last time he passed by.

MOTION:  Mr. Brandenburg moved to approve the application.  Col. Pete Ballas seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.


2.     New Serenity Memorial Funeral Home & Cremation Services Inc (Crystal River)

Ms. Evans stated that the application was submitted on December 14, 2006.  The application was incomplete when submitted and a deficiency letter was sent to the applicant.  The deficient items were returned on January 23, 2007.  The fingerprint cards for all principals were submitted and returned without criminal history.  George Ann Jackson, President, advised the Department that Reverend Leon Thomas, Sr. will only serve as Chaplain and Funeral Attendant.  The facility passed its inspection on February 8, 2007.  
Mr. Helm stated that Section 6 indicates there may be a separate chapel, but the location was not given.

Ms. Evans questioned whether the applicant was present via telephone.

Ms. Corinne Olvey stated that she was under the impression that nobody could have a branch chapel after a certain date in past history, so if the applicant states that they might have one, they are not allowed to.
Ms. Wendy Weiner stated that the Rule restricted the scope of a branch chapel.  Now it has to be in the same county and a certain size.
Ms. Olvey stated that was a grandfather clause as there were a couple back years ago that had a branch that was not tied to any funeral home and was just a stand alone chapel.  It was written into the Laws that no one after that point in time is allowed to have a stand alone chapel.
Mr. Rudolph states that the application asks for an address, so it appears if you could operate a chapel.  The form was revised September 19, 2005.

Ms. Olvey added that Section 497.392, F.S. states that “any licensed establishment operating a branch chapel on June 30, 1979, in accordance with the law then in effect, as determined by the licensing authority, may continue to operate such branch chapel for the sole and exclusive purpose of providing and holding funeral services.”  After 1979, no one has been allowed to do so.

Ms. Chairman requested that the Department research this prior to approval.
Ms. Evans agreed.

MOTION:  Col. Ballas moved to defer the application.
Mr. Rudolph questioned whether the Board would do a conditional approval.

Ms. Weiner stated it could be done on the establishment itself, but not the operation of the chapel.  The applicant could have a closing date and are not aware there is a problem.

Mr. Brandenburg stated that it appears the wrong issue is being addressed.  The Board should be looking at Section 497.380 (2), F.S., which does allow for a visitation chapel.
Col. Ballas withdrew his motion to defer.

Mr. Rudolph stated that the statute referenced by Mr. Brandenburg clarifies the issue.

MOTION:  Col. Ballas moved to approve the application contingent upon clarification of the visitation chapel.  Mr. Baxley seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.
Ms. Evans stated that the Department needs to confirm that the chapel is within the same county.

Ms. Loucks stated that the Department also needs to confirm that it is a visitation chapel as defined in the statute.
***ITEM PREVIOUSLY DISCUSSED***

G.  
Application(s) for Funeral Establishment


1.    Florida Colonial Holdings Inc d/b/a Giddens-Reed Funeral Home (Jacksonville)

Ms. Evans stated that the research shows that Prestwood Funeral Home did not renew its license in November and has since expired.  Apparently, they did not take their sign down yet.  There is no licensed facility there now.

Mr. Chairman questioned whether the facility was rented and whether the applicant bought the funeral home.

Ms. Evans stated that they did not buy the name.

Mr. Helm stated that they have been working on the building and may have taken down the sign by now.

Mr. Chairman questioned whether Prestwood conducted any funerals in December – February without being licensed.

Ms. Evans stated that the Department would investigate this.

Ms. Wiener stated that it would have no bearing on this application.

Ms. Evans agreed.

MOTION:  Ms. Thomas-DeWitt moved to approve the application.  Ms. Hubbell seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.


3.     Shuler’s Memorial Chapel Inc (Delray Beach)

Ms. Evans stated that the application was submitted on November 1, 2006.  The application was incomplete when submitted and a deficiency letter was sent to the applicant.  The deficient items were returned on February 13, 2007.  The fingerprint cards for the principal was submitted and returned without criminal history.  The facility passed its inspection on February 19, 2007.  

MOTION:  Ms. Thomas-DeWitt moved to approve the application.  Ms. Catherine Zippay seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.


4.
Sevens Springs/Trinity Chapel Inc d/b/a Dobies Funeral Home (New Port Richey)
Ms. Evans stated that the application was submitted on January 17, 2007.  The application was incomplete when submitted and a deficiency letter was sent to the applicant.  The deficient items were returned on March 2, 2007.  The fingerprint cards for the principal was submitted and returned without criminal history.  The facility is recommended for approval pending it passes the inspection.  

MOTION:  Mr. Helm moved to approve the application pending a satisfactory inspection.  Mr. Brandenburg seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.

H. 
Applications(s) for Removal Service


1.     Sunshine Removal Service (North Fort Myers)
Ms. Evans stated that the application was submitted on December 8, 2006.  The application was incomplete when submitted and a deficiency letter was sent to the applicant.  The deficient items were returned on February 12, 2007.  The fingerprint cards for the principal was submitted and returned without criminal history.  The removal service passed its inspection on February 21, 2007.  

MOTION:  Col. Ballas moved to approve the application.  Ms. Zippay seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.

I. 
Application(s) for Cinerator Facility

     
1.     Southern Heritage Crematory LLC (Crestview)

Ms. Evans stated that the application was submitted on January 4, 2007.  The application was incomplete when submitted and a deficiency letter was sent to the applicant.  The deficient items were returned on February 14, 2007.  The fingerprint cards for all of the principals were submitted and returned without criminal history.  The facility passed its inspection on February 20, 2007.  

MOTION:  Mr. Baxley moved to approve the application.  Col. Ballas seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.

               
2.    Trahan Mortuary Services Inc d/b/a Trahan Crematory (Pensacola)

Ms. Evans stated that the application was submitted on December 27, 2006.  The application was incomplete when submitted and a deficiency letter was sent to the applicant.  The deficient items were returned on February 9, 2007.  The fingerprint cards for all of the principals were submitted and returned without criminal history.  The facility passed its inspection on February 15, 2007.  

MOTION:  Ms. Hubbell moved to approve the application.  Col. Ballas seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.

March 27, 2007 will be the scheduled day for Rules and Disciplinary Rules Committee meetings.  Staff is still working on a day for the Emergency Preparedness and Finance Committee meetings.

III.
Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 9:25 a.m. 
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