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Minutes of Meeting 
BOARD O F FU NERAL, CEMETERY & CO N SUMER SERVICES 

Teleconference Meeting 
July 10, 2007 - 10:00 A.M. to 11:00 A.M. 

 
 
I. Call to O rd er and  Roll Call 
 
Mr. Gre g Brud nicki, Chairm an, called  the m eeting to ord er at 10:01 am .  Ms. Diana Evans, Executive 
Director, called  the roll: 
 
    PRESEN T: 
  Pete Ballas 
   
  PRESEN T (via phone):               
   Gre g Brud nicki, Chairm an 
 Jod y Brand enburg, Vice-Chairm an             
 Justin Baxley                
   Powell Helm   
 N a ncy Hub b e ll   
 Tracy Hug g ins        
   Ken Jones      
 Catherine Zippay    
    

ALSO  PRESEN T: 
Diana M Evans, Executive Director 

         Richard  Brinkley, Assistant Director 
 De borah Loucks, Board  Counsel (via phone) 
 Mechele McBrid e, Departm ent Counsel  
 Casia Sinco, Departm ent Counsel (via phone) 
 LaTonya Bryant, Departm ent Staff 
   
 ABSEN T: 
   Gail Thom as-DeWitt  
 
Ms. Evans d eclared  a quorum .   
 
 
II. Application(s) for Florid a Laws and  Rules Exam ination – See Ad d end um  A 
       A.   Recom m ende d for Approval  
                1.   Funeral Director and Em b a lm er - Internship 
                        a.    Russell, Michael M 
 

 2.   Funeral Director and Em b a lm er- Endorsem ent 
                        a.  Barreto, Stephen 
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 b.   M cNicoll, Steven 
 c.   Rod a b augh, Shawna 

        d.   Schweizer, Gerald F 
 
MO TIO N :  Mr. Justin Baxley approved  the application(s).  Col. Pete Ballas second ed  the m otion, 
which passed  unanim ously. 
 
 
III. Application(s) for Funeral Director and  Em b alm er Intern – See Ad d end um  A 
             A.   Recom m ende d for Approval  
                1.    Ad a ms, W a lter M 
 2.    Berrios, Shandel 
                3.    Posa d a, Carlos A 
                4.   Ta m m a ro, Greg    
 
MO TIO N :  Col. Ballas m oved  to approve the application(s).  Mr. Ken Jones second ed  the m otion, 
which passed  unanim ously. 
 
 
Ms. Evans requested  a d d ing a couple of applications to the Ag end a that om itted  in error.   
 
Mr. Chairm an approved  the request. 
 
Ms. Evans stated  that the applications to b e a d d e d  were:   

 !. Funeral Esta blishm ent  
  a. Knauff Funeral Hom es LLC (Chiefland ) 
 2.  Cinerator Facility 
  a. Knauff Funeral Hom es LLC (Chiefland ) 
  b. M cLaughlin Mortuary d/b/a  O kaloosa Crem a tory (Ft W a lton Beach) 
 

Mr. Chairm an questioned  whether there were any issues on either of the applications. 
 
Ms. Evans respond ed  that the only issue is Staff is waiting for Rita Poff to com plete the inspection on 
M cLaughlin Mortuary. 
 
Mr. Baxley questioned  who the principles on the Knauff applications are. 
 
Ms. W end y W iener respond ed  Joseph Knauff.  Ms. W iener a d d e d  that there were actually two 
funeral esta blishm ent applications, W illiston and  Chiefland . 
 
Mr. Chairm an questioned  whether the form er owner is buying the business ba ck. 
 
Ms. W iener respond ed  that it is the son of the form er owner 
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MO TIO N :  Col. Ballas m oved  to approve the application(s).  Mr. Jones second ed  the m otion, which 
passed  unanim ously. 
 
 
IV.   Application(s) for Funeral Estab lishm ent  
 A.  Recom m ende d for Approval 
  1.   Thom pson Funeral Group Inc d/b/a Rock of Ages Funeral Chapel Inc (O pa-Locka ) 

 
MO TIO N :  Mr. Powell Helm  m oved  to approve the application.  Ms. Catherine Zippay second ed  
the m otion, which passed  unanim ously. 
 
  2. Trinity Funeral Hom e of Perry Inc (Perry) 
 
Mr. Baxley questioned  whether all violations and  error noted  in the previous report have b e en 
corrected . 
 
Ms. Evans stated  that the only rem arks availa b le were that the FDIC is Dock R Choice, III and H arry 
Dem ps attend ed  the inspection. 
 
Mr. Chairm an requested  that Staff ensures there is not a prob lem . 
 
Ms. Evans respond ed  that she would  see to it. 
 
MO TIO N :  Mr. Jod y Brand enburg m oved  to approve the application(s).  Col. Ballas second ed  the 
m otion, which passed  unanim ously. 
 
 
Ms. Evans questioned  whether the previous m otion to a d d  the requested  applications to the a g end a 
or was it for their approval as well. 
 
Mr. Chairm an stated  that is was for b oth. 
 
Ms. Evans stated  that the following application should  also b e a d d e d :   

 !. Funeral Esta blishm ent  
  a. Knauff Funeral Hom es LLC (W illiston) 

 
MO TIO N :  Mr. Baxley m oved  to approve the application.  Ms. Tracy Hug g ins second ed  the m otion, 
which passed  unanim ously. 
 
 
V.  Applications(s) for Direct Disposal Estab lishm ent 
   A.   Recom m ende d for Approval 

 1.  Florid a Crem a tion Society Inc (The Villages)  
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MO TIO N :  Mr. Brand enburg m oved  to approve the application(s).  Col. Ballas second ed  the m otion, 
which passed  unanim ously. 
 
 
DISCUSSIO N :  Mr. Brand enburg stated  that he is a bout to attend  the Florid a Funeral Directors 
Association m eeting and  anticipate lots of questions re g ard ing license renewal and  continuing 
ed ucation cred its that have not be en cred ited .  The Departm ent or the Board  should  g ive an 
extension or whatever it takes to assure that these licensees are not penalized . 
 
Ms. Evans stated  that the Departm ent need s to b e a d vised  of who has not be en given cred it.  The 
Division is working with Florid a Funeral Directors Association.  Apparently, last year the rosters for 
som e attend ees were never subm itted  to the Departm ent.  Staff is currently entering those nam es 
m anually. 
 
Mr. Brand enburg stated  that if d oes not appear to only b e for Florid a Funeral Directors Association. 
Ms. Evans stated  there m ay b e others. 
 
Mr. Chairm an questioned  whether the Board  need s to a d d ress som ething as far as leniency or will 
this be a c ase by case b asis.  Mr. Chairm an questioned  whether Mr. Brand enburg would  report 
concerns that are outra g eous or would  he give the licensees the im pression that the Board  would  b e 
flexib le as a result of the prob lem s. 
 
Mr. Brand enburg referred  the question to Ms. Evans. 
 
Ms. Evans respond ed  that the Departm ent has received  inform ation from  som e of the provid ers and  
is researching every issue that is b eing  a d d ressed .  Som e provid ers have not sub m itted  the nam es, 
but it is uncle ar what happened  in the d ata m igration re g ard ing others.  Ms. Evans hoped  to have a 
b etter upd ate at the August 8th m eeting.   
 
Ms. Evans questioned  Ms. De borah Loucks on whether the Board  could  waive a rule or offer som e 
leniency to g ive another 30 d ays for the renewals to b e e ffective b e fore licenses autom atically g o into 
a d elinquent status. 
 
Ms. Loucks stated  that it would  b e very d ifficult to waive a rule without som eone actually asking for 
a waiver.  It would  b e b etter to a d vise the attend ees to check their CE cred its and  if they are not all 
there, they should  contact the Departm ent.   
 
Mr. Chairm an ad d e d  that this should  b e d one in writing. 
 
Ms. Loucks stated  that the Departm ent would  a d d ress these on a case by case b asis.  If there was a 
com plaint filed  b y the Departm ent, the Departm ent would  then have the Prob a b le Cause Panel 
review the case.  The Panel would  then und erstand  that the Board  is trying to b e lenient as it is not 
the licensees fault and  there would  b e no com plaint filed  a g ainst the ind ivid ual.  It would  not b e 
wise to waive the rule as there would  possib ly b e ind ivid uals who d id  not take the course, but they 
would  receive the b enefit as the rule was waived . 
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Mr. Brand enburg questioned  whether the prob lem  was fixed  so that licensees could  log in to the 
system  and  check their cred its. 
 
Ms. Evans a dvised  that the Departm ent is working on that issue but it is uncle ar whether it has be en 
com pletely resolved . 
Ms. Hug g ins questioned  how licensees find  out whether they have enough CEUs. 
 
Mr. Chairm an ad vised  Mr. Brand enburg to instruct licensees to sub m it written correspond ence to 
the Departm ent if they are una b le to check their CEUs. 
 
Ms. Hug g ins questioned  how licensees find  out whether they have enough CEUs. 
 
Mr. Richard  Brinkley stated  that at this point in tim e, anything that the system  has accepted  is 
rea d a b le by the licensee and  they can see how m any hours they have b e en cred ited  for. 
 
Ms. Hug g ins questioned  where this inform ation is availa b le. 
Mr. Brinkley respond ed  that it is availa b le on the Departm ent’s website. 
 
Ms. Hug g ins d isa greed . 
 
Mr. Brand enburg stated  that he was una b le to log into the website. 
 
Mr. Brinkley stated  that he would  have to research this as there has be en com m unication with 
licensees who were a ble to a d vise that there was a d iscrepancy in the num b er of hours posted  for 
them .  There was a period  of tim e d uring the transition where the system  was required  to b e d own.  
During that tim e, the provid ers sub m itted  their rosters to the Departm ent m anually.  Although Staff 
is m anually entering those cred its, there are som e glitches in that process that the program m ers are 
working on as we speak. 
 
Mr. Chairm an stated  that Mr. Brand enburg could  a d vise attend ees that if the system  is not up and  
running so that licensees are a ble to id entify how m any CEUs they have by the end  of the tim efram e, 
the Board  would  b e lenient and  will not b e penalizing anyone for our m istake. 
 
Mr. Brand enburg questioned  whether there is a num b er for licensees to call if they have questions. 
 
Ms. Evans respond ed  that they should  contact the Division at 850/413-3039.  Ms. Evans stated  that 
the prob lem  would  b e resolved  and  a m ass em ail notice will b e sent out with instructions on how to 
access the system  to check their CEUs. 
 
 
VI. Ad journm ent 
 
The m eeting was a d journed  at 10:19 a.m .  


