FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF FINANCIAL SERVICES
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER
CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER DIRECTIVE 2021-05
WHEREAS, a residential condominium, hereinafter referred to as
“Champlain Towers South Condominium,” located at 8777 Collins Ave, Surfside
Florida, 33154 partially collapsed on June 24, 2021; and
WHEREAS, Governor DeSantis requested a a Presidential Disaster
Declaration, and in that request, stated that “a substantial portion of the building
has been destroyed and the remainder of the structure has been rendered
uninhabitable, displacing 136 households”; and
WHEREAS, based on these facts President Joseph Biden declared the
Florida Surfside Building collapse a federal disaster and authorized FEMA
assistance; and
WHEREAS, rescue efforts continue to be hampered by the threat of debris
falling from the upright portions of the structure; and
WHEREAS, the impaired structural integrity of the upright structure
precludes residents from re-entering the building to remove personal property or to
otherwise take inventories of personal property, that may be subject to an insurance
policy; and

WHEREAS, Champlain Towers South Condominium unit owners or their
lessees hold exclusive use of assigned parking spaces, deemed appurtenances to
each condominium unit, with such parking spaces being located in an underground
garage beneath the collapsed building; and
WHEREAS, many of these assigned parking spaces were occupied by the
insured vehicles of unit owners or their lessees at the time the collapse occurred;
and
WHEREAS, the parking garage is now largely inaccessible due to the
structural collapse, making it impossible to inspect the extent of damage to the
vehicles contained therein; and
WHEREAS, the developer of Champlain Towers South Condominium
assigned storage space within the building for the exclusive use of each
condominium unit for personal property storage; and
WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 624.303, Florida Statutes, a written
instrument signed by the Chief Financial Officer and bearing the seal of the
Department of Financial Services, which contains findings of fact by the
Department of Financial Services, shall be accepted by all courts of this state as
prima facie evidence of such factual finding.
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT I, JIMMY PATRONIS, as
Chief Financial Officer of Florida, and acting under my powers as the agency head

for the Department of Financial Services hereby issue the following factual
findings pursuant to Section 624.303, Florida Statutes:
Section 1. To the extent personal property was contained within a
condominium unit or storage unit at the time of collapse, it is hereby deemed a
total loss.
Section 2. Each of the automobiles parked in the garage below the building
is deemed a total loss, regardless of whether it can be accessed for inspection.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and

caused the Great Seal of the State of Florida to be affixed,
this 3rd day of July, 2021.

_________________________________________
Signed, Jimmy Patronis
Chief Financial Officer
State of Florida

