CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER

JIMMY PATRONIS’

RUNDOWN

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF FINANCIAL SERVICES

Home | Past Issues | PDF | Subscribe Volume 17 | Number 25 | September 25, 2020

Floridians,

As you know, I'm working to help shield small business owners from frivolous lawsuits that end up costing
us all more money through raising insurance rates. Those in leadership must take a stand sooner-than-
later to make it clear to small business owners that we’ve got their backs and we are in this recovery
together. That's why this week, | unveiled my Guiding Principles for ensuring businesses feel comfortable
reopening, so Florida can fully recover from the pandemic. | wanted to share these principles with you, and
we’ll continue working in Tallahassee to get families back on their feet.
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CFO PATRONIS ON LIABILITY PROTECTIONS - GUIDING PRINCIPLES

Principle #1 - Businesses Must Do Right by Employees and Custom

In these unpuctd-nhd times much is Ining asked on.ry American to ﬁght the :Prcad of the
COVID-19 wirus, and both large and small businesses alike must do their part te fight its spread. IF
the Florids Legislature is to take steps to protect businesies from legal liabilities, there should be an
wxpectation that business owners have taken ressonable steps to ensure they're watching cut fer
the health and safety of their ermployees and curtomaers, Mot enly does promoting geod behavier by
businesses bo combat the Coronavirus make good business sense, but alio it sends a message to the
ration that Florida can both open its Imnurrrfanﬂ ktup ?IDPLI safe.

Principle #2 = Protections Must be Consistent and 5

Whether operating a restaurant, a gift shop or major health care facility, Florida’s economic rebound will
meet its full Pnt-n!iﬂ wlmmcrl‘)lorcrs feel comfortable Hwtthcr can hire and grow without facing an
ﬂtm‘roF laver firms asirmed st growing their margine through sue-snd-settle tactics. Tallshaszee hal.a-wqr
of muddying up and over-complicating good ideas. Drawing arbitrary distinctions scross sectors and
SMpRETiIng wnelected bureaucrats to make decisions on wha is Pml:u!-ld from frivalous lewsuits is bad
pelicy. Forliability protections to work, business ewners and taxpayers need cloar and concise direction,
and a corvalubed law wen't make people safer — it will incentivize employers to skirt the low,

Principle #3 - Justice Should Come First, Not Attorney Profit

Florida's court syitem thould be a place for justics, and any ermployer that's willfully negligent and puts
I:l‘witmphrrﬂs at risk shoud foce the COMBEUNC 5. But that dossn't mean every cose isa goad Sne.
Any probections passed by the Legislature must eniure there are no huge moneymaking epportunities
to be made for cl:lol'nqu.ﬂn' ml‘fim:-nt'nw For bringing suits forward should be justice. .ﬁl‘l-llr suits that
are brought forward should be done so because there is 2 good case to be made - not because the

pandemic presents itself as a lucrative business opportunity.

Businesses cannot wait to see how the courts address the numerous trial balloons
certain law firms have deployed to see how the court system will address COVID-19,
Florida must be Pmm:tivl in its appmuhto support its continued sconomic rebownd.
Mavw is the tirme ..

Click the image above to download my liability protections guiding principles and visit MyFloridaCFO.com
for more information and updates.

Sincerely,
Stay
Connected
Jimmy Patronis
Chief Financial Officer
State of Florida f
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Jimmy Patronis @ @JimmyPatronis - Sep 24 -
There are only ﬂ days left to complete your #2020Census & I'm

challenging all Floridians to complete your census TODAY. It takes just a few
minutes 1o ensure you and your family are counted.

B3 visit my2020census.gov now!
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