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Floridians,
My top priority will always be to foster the strength of Florida’s economy. The CATO Institute recently
published the 2018 edition of their Freedom in the 50 States study and ranked Florida first in policies
that shape personal and economic freedom for the fourth year in a row. This study ranks states based on
how policies promote freedom in the fiscal, regulatory, and personal realms and is yet another great sign
that Florida’s economy is headed in the right direction. 

Fiscal responsibility is one of the reasons why our economy is so strong. For instance, last fiscal year
Florida’s pension fund had a preliminary rate of return of nearly 9 percent. We’ve had positive gains for
nine years now, and since last July the fund grew $6.8 billion to $160.4 billion because of this return. A
strong pension fund signals a strong economy and sound fiscal responsibility. By keeping taxes low,
focusing on job creation, and remaining fiscally responsible, Florida will continue to be one of the strongest
economies in the country. 

Sincerely,

Jimmy Patronis
Chief Financial Officer 
State of Florida
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News Releases
$655 Million of Unclaimed Property in Miami-Dade and Broward Counties

CFO Jimmy Patronis Announces 20 Fraud Arrests in Pasco County Joint Crooked Contractor
Sting

CFO and State Fire Marshal Jimmy Patronis Launches Electric Vehicle Fire Training for
Florida’s First Responders

Start Now to Stop Student Loan Debt 

CFO and State Fire Marshal Jimmy Patronis Delivers Cancer-Fighting Kits to Hillsborough
County Fire Rescue in Tampa

CFO and State Fire Marshal Jimmy Patronis Delivers Cancer-Fighting Kits to Jacksonville Fire
and Rescue Department

Federal Law Follows Florida's Lead, Makes it Easier to Protect Against Identity Theft and Fraud
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