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Chief Financial Officer

State of Florida

Tom Gallagher


August 31, 2004

 

Mr. Raul Rodriguez, Chairman

Florida Building Commission

2100 Ponce de Leon Boulevard

Coral Gables, Florida  33134

 

Dear Chairman Rodriguez:

 

It has been brought to my attention that the Florida Building Commission is considering adopting a new statewide building code that will substantially weaken the protections provided under our current code, especially for the interior counties of our state.  Our recent experience with Hurricane Charley has demonstrated the vulnerabilities of all our counties from hurricanes in high wind events.

 

I commend the Commission on its efforts to date to maintain and protect the safety of our citizens through prudent decision making and rational fact findings.   However, by moving to a code that is uniform with other states but reduces the protections we have worked so hard to put in place, we are putting Floridians’ property and lives in danger. 

Furthermore, the Office of Insurance Regulation, in concert with the Department of Community Affairs, has completed the development of mitigation premium discounts to reflect the requirements of our current code. Any weakening of the code will negatively impact the ability of insurance companies to price their products and their willingness to offer premium discounts to Florida’s consumers.  Moreover, I’m gravely concerned that downgrading our current code could result in higher insurance premiums. 

On behalf of Florida’s insurance consumers and property owners, I urge you to adopt the modifications proposed by the Institute for Business & Home Safety and Federal Alliance for Safe Homes, which will retain the important protections we currently have in place. 

Sincerely,
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Tom Gallagher

 

TG/ttr

cc:      
The Honorable Jeb Bush, Governor, State of Florida

Secretary Thaddeus Cohen, Florida Department of Community Affairs

Kevin McCarty, Florida Office of Insurance Regulation
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