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The Office of the Comptroller prepares a 
Comprehensive Annual Financial Report 
(CAFR) which presents the State's financial 
position and results of operations in accordance 
with generally accepted accounting principles 
(GAAP).  Much of the information in the CAFR 
is, by necessity, technical and complex.   
 
This is the second year that the Office of the 
Comptroller has prepared a Citizens’ Report, 
which highlights certain information derived from 
the CAFR.  However, unlike the CAFR, the 
information presented in this Citizens’ Report is 
on the budgetary (cash) basis of accounting 
where receipts are reported when the funds are 
deposited into the State Treasury and 
disbursements are reported when funds are 
drawn out of the State Treasury.  Although cash 
basis reporting is not in accordance with GAAP, 
this method allows the State to publish the 
Citizens’ Report much sooner.  The purpose of 
this report is to present significant information 
regarding the financial operations of the State in 
a more easily understandable format.   
 
In an effort to better inform the public about 
governmental financial operations, many states 
have begun to issue simplified financial reports 
such as this, referred to as "popular reports."  
This report represents the commitment by 
Comptroller Milligan to keep Floridians informed 
about the State’s finances and to be 
accountable in all respects for the receipt and 
disbursement of public funds. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 

Fort Jefferson, Dry Tortugas, Florida 
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Overview of the State 
  
Florida is geographically the twenty-second 
largest state with a land area of 54,136 square 
miles and a water area of 4,424 square miles. In 
1986, according to the U.S. Census Bureau, 
Florida became the fourth most populous state. 
 
 

Florida currently has an estimated population of 
15.3 million people.  Of the State's population 
25% are under the age of 20 and 20% are 65 
years of age or older. 
 
Since 1970, the population of Florida has grown 
by 125.8%, whereas the population of the United 
States has only grown by 32.7%.

 
 
Overview of the Government 
 
The government of the State of Florida consists 
of three separate branches: the executive, the 
judicial and the legislative. The Florida Statutes 
require that all revenues and expenditures of the 
State of Florida be maintained through the use 
of four types of funds - the General Revenue 
Fund, trust funds, the Working Capital Fund and 
the Budget Stabilization Fund.  The General 
Revenue Fund receives the majority of the State 
tax revenues.  Monies for all funds are 
expended pursuant to Legislative appropriations.  
Trust funds consist of monies received by the 
State which, under law or trust agreement, are 
segregated for a purpose authorized by law.  
The Working Capital Fund, which can be used to 
meet revenue shortages, consists of monies in 
the General Revenue Fund which are in excess 
of the amount needed to meet General Revenue 
Fund appropriations for the current fiscal year.  It 
may also be used as a source of funds from 
which temporary loans may be made to other 
funds to correct imbalances in cash flow due to 
irregular patterns of collection.  Such loans must 
be repaid during the same fiscal year in which 
they are made. 

 
A constitutional amendment which was ratified 
by the voters on November 8, 1994, limited the 
rate of growth in state revenues in a given fiscal 
year to no more than the average annual growth 
rate in Florida personal income over the 
previous five years.  (State revenues are defined 
as taxes, licenses, fees and charges for services 
imposed by the Legislature on individuals, 
businesses or non-state agencies.  It also 
includes Lottery ticket sales less prize payments 
paid.)  Revenues collected in excess of the 
limitation are to be deposited into the Budget 
Stabilization Fund unless two-thirds of the 
members of both houses of the Legislature vote 
to raise the limit.   
 
By September 1 each year, all executive branch 
agency heads and the Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court are required to submit their 
budget requests for the next fiscal year to the 
Governor and the Legislature.  The State's fiscal 
year starts on July 1, and continues through 
June 30 of the following year.  The Governor 
receives revenue estimates from the Revenue 
Estimating Conference for the General Revenue 
Fund, Budget Stabilization Fund and Working 
Capital Fund.  Revenue estimates for trust funds 

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau 
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are generally provided by the agencies that 
administer the funds.  The Governor uses the 
budget requests and the revenue estimates to 
prepare his budget recommendation.  At least 
45 days before the legislative session begins, 
the Governor submits his budget 
recommendation to each legislator.  This budget 
recommendation forms the basis for the 
appropriations bill. 
 
Prior to and during the legislative session, the 
House Fiscal Responsibility Council and the 
Senate Budget Committee hold hearings and 
working sessions with the various agencies, and 
then submit separate appropriation bills to their 
respective members.  Once the House and the 
Senate pass their individual appropriations bills, 
the bills are sent to a conference committee to 
work out any differences.  When a conference 
bill is finalized, it is sent to both the House and 
Senate for passage, and then to the Governor 
who may exercise line item veto or veto the 

entire bill.  The appropriations bill is the only bill 
that the Legislature is required to pass during 
the session. 
 
The Florida Constitution and Statutes mandate 
that the state budget as a whole, and each fund 
within the state budget, be kept in balance from 
currently available revenues each state fiscal 
year.  In other words, the State is required to 
have a balanced budget every year.  The State 
Comptroller has the duty to ensure that 
revenues collected will be sufficient to meet the 
appropriations and that no deficit will occur in 
any state fund.  If a deficit occurs, the 
Administration Commission, with the approval of 
the Governor and at least three other members, 
is authorized to reduce all approved state 
agency budgets by a sufficient amount to 
prevent a deficit in any fund. 
 
 

 
Cash Basis Receipts and Disbursements 
 
The following tables are reported on a cash basis.  They represent actual deposits to the State Treasury 
from sources outside of the Treasury, or actual disbursements to sources outside of the State Treasury.  
The General Revenue Fund and the trust funds are combined to clearly present actual cash received and 
disbursed.  These tables do not show the receipts and disbursements of monies between funds 
maintained in the State Treasury. 
 

Cash Deposits to the State Treasury
For the Fiscal Year Ended June 30
(in thousands) Percent of Total

1999 1998 1999 1998
Taxes 23,332,706$    21,988,168$   50 50
Federal Grants 9,001,200        8,112,999      20 18
Pension and Employee Contributions 2,518,942        2,510,029      5 5
Fees 2,347,603        2,147,329      5 5
Bond Proceeds 1,708,402        2,085,033      4 5
Collections on Behalf of Local
    Governments 1,471,974        1,361,691      3 3
Sales of Goods and Services 1,235,860        1,191,044      3 3
Licenses 919,546           888,902         2 2
Interest 792,919           744,271         2 2
Child Support Collections 669,969           581,303         1 1
Tobacco Settlement Installments 555,037           575,607         1 1
Medicaid Recoveries 535,643           545,056         1 1
Additional Sources of Revenue 646,341           421,476         1 1
Non-Federal Grants 359,192           326,013         1 1
Receipts from State Funds Outside of
    the State Treasury (a) -                   300,498         -        1
Fines, Forfeitures and Judgements 192,319           221,574         1 1
Unclaimed Property Receipts 109,535           135,991         -        -        

Total Cash Deposits 46,397,188$    44,136,984$   100 100
 

   (a)  For the fiscal year ended June 30, 1999, Receipts from State Funds Outside of the State Treasury have been classified to  
          a category that more appropriately represents the cash transaction type. 
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Florida levies neither a personal income tax nor an ad valorem tax on real or tangible personal property.  
Taxes are, however, the principal means of financing State operations.  A schedule of cash basis tax 
receipts by tax type is presented below: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Tax Revenues by Source - All Governmental Fund Types
For the Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 1999
(in thousands)

 
Sales and Use Taxes 13,916,009$  
Gasoline, Fuels, and Motor Oils Taxes 1,619,741      
Corporate Income Taxes 1,471,984      
Intangibles Taxes 1,211,861      
Documentary Stamp Taxes 1,185,134      
Alcohol and Tobacco Taxes 1,033,467      
Unemployment, Workers' Compensation 747,461         
   and Special Disability Taxes
Estate Taxes 674,057         
Gross Receipts Utility Taxes 643,662         
Insurance Premium Taxes 403,752         
Pollutant Taxes 226,998         
Other 198,580         

Total Tax Revenue Collected 23,332,706$  
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Cash Disbursements from the State Treasury
For the Fiscal Year Ended June 30
(in thousands) Percent of Total

1999 1998 1999 1998
Education * 10,722,475$  9,905,323$    23     24    
Public Assistance and Health * 9,504,834      8,734,323      21     21    
Salaries and Benefits 5,058,645      4,755,161      11     11    
Capital Outlay 3,478,883      3,154,893      8      8      
General Disbursements 2,832,134      2,648,559      6      6      
Grants and Aid to Local Governments
   and Non-Profit Organizations 2,533,919      2,565,739      6      6      
Pension Benefits for State and
   Local Retirees 2,061,356      1,850,142      4      4      
Public Safety * 1,841,225      1,572,397      4      4      
Net Purchases Over Sales of
    Investments 2,213,270      1,470,323      5      4      
Funds Returned to Local Governments 1,832,947      1,430,215      4      3      
Unemployment and Workers' 
    Compensation Benefits 910,164         1,002,546      2      2      
Debt Service 999,701         901,699         2      2      
Additional Disbursements 605,578         651,395         1      2      
Child Support Enforcement Payments 636,170         553,425         1      1      
University Disbursements * 474,806         506,577         1      1      
Environmental Protection * 198,296         146,211         1      1      
Costs Associated with Natural Disasters* 182,560         130,096         -       -       

Total Cash Disbursements 46,086,963$  41,979,024$  100   100  

 
*     These disbursement categories do not duplicate specifically-identified categories already listed, such as Salaries and Benefits, 
Capital Outlay, Grants and Aid to Local Governments and Non-Profit Organizations, etc. 
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Budget Stabilization Fund 
 
Pursuant to a constitutional amendment, the rate 
of growth in state revenues in a given fiscal year 
is limited to no more than the average annual 
growth rate in Florida personal income over the 
previous 5 years.  Revenues in excess of this 
limitation are to be deposited in the Budget 
Stabilization Fund.  During the current fiscal 
year, $100.9 million was transferred from the 
General Revenue Fund to the Budget 
Stabilization Fund.  The June 30, 1999 balance 
in this fund was $786.9 million. 
 
Working Capital Fund 
 
Anticipated general revenue, which the 
Legislature deliberately leaves unappropriated, 
is transferred to the Working Capital Fund (also 
known as "The Rainy Day Fund").  By statute, 
this fund is limited to 10 percent of the amount of 
net revenue of the General Revenue Fund for 
the preceding year.  The fund may be used to 
meet revenue shortages or to provide funds for 
unexpected emergencies.  During the current 
fiscal year, $216.8 million was transferred from 
the General Revenue Fund to the Working 
Capital Fund.  The Working Capital Fund had a 
cash balance at June 30, 1999 of $ 549.6 
million. 
 
The Florida Lottery 
 
The Lottery is required by legislative mandate to 
transfer 38% of the lottery ticket sales to the 
Department of Education.  The Department of 
Education received approximately $812.7 million 
from the Lottery for the fiscal year ended June 
30, 1999.  Since the inception of the Lottery, 
approximately $9.2 billion has been received by 
the Department of Education. 
 
 

 
Year 2000 
 
As of June 30, 1999, the State had no significant 
commitments outstanding relating to the Year 
2000 issue.  The State management review 
indicates that as of January 18, 2000 there have 
been no mission critical systems failures as a 
result of Year 2000 compliance problems. The 
State has not been notified, nor is aware, of any 
significant vendor or contract that is unable to 
provide goods or services to the State as a 
result of Year 2000 compliance problems.  
Further, there have been no significant 
disruptions of required services by the State as 
a result of Year 2000 compliance problems.    
 
Tobacco Litigation Settlement 
 
As of September 1999, the State of Florida has 
been awarded $13 billion in relation to the 
tobacco litigation settlement originating in 
August 1997.  The Tobacco Settlement Trust 
Fund was created to accept the deposit of all 
funds received by the State as a result of the 
settlement of this lawsuit. The Lawton Chiles 
Endowment Fund was created by Section 
215.5601, Florida Statutes, and is funded by 
settlement monies.  The endowment will provide 
a perpetual funding source for future children’s 
health programs, child welfare programs, 
community-based heath and human services 
initiatives, and biomedical research activities.  
For the fiscal year ended June 30, 1999, the 
State received approximately $555 million in 
relation to the tobacco settlement.  Since the 
original settlement date, the State has received 
approximately $1 billion of the total settlement. 
 
 
 
 
 

Change in Cash in the State Treasury 
For the Fiscal Year Ended June 30
(in thousands)

1999 1998

Cash in the State Treasury at July 1 (a) 12,512,013$    10,354,053$   
Cash Deposits to the State Treasury 46,397,188      44,136,984     
Cash Disbursements from the State Treasury (46,086,963)    (41,979,024)    

Cash in the State Treasury at June 30 (a) 12,822,238$    12,512,013$   

(a) Pursuant to Section 18.10(1), Florida Statutes, the State Treasurer is required to invest all deposits
      in the Treasury to maximize earnings and benefits for the State.
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Electronic Funds Transfer 
 
The State uses electronic fund transfer (EFT) to 
process payments both faster and safer.  As of 
June 30, 1999, 85% of the State’s full-time 
employees and 76% of retirees receive 
payments through EFT.  In addition, 829 of the 
State’s vendors are paid through this process.  
During the fiscal year, 5,950,214 payments 
totaling $20.6 billion were processed through 
EFT.   
 
Purchasing Card Program 
 
In February 1997, the Office of the Comptroller, 
Department of Management Services and Bank 
of America (formerly NationsBank) teamed up to 
provide state agencies and local governments a 
more efficient and effective way to purchase and 
pay for goods and services through the use of a 
VISA purchasing card.  The purchasing card is a 
credit card which is restricted to the amount 
purchased per transaction, day and month, as 
well as location. 
 
There are no monthly paper statements from the 
bank or paper warrants (checks) to the bank.  
The State receives the billing from the bank 
electronically.  The billing is reviewed, approved 
and recorded electronically, and the bank is paid 
through EFT. As of June 30, 1999, 145,220 
purchasing card transactions have occurred 
during the fiscal year. This program is also 
available to, and is being used by, some local 
governments. 
 
Unclaimed Property 
 
Since 1961, the Office of the Comptroller has 
administered the Unclaimed Property Program.  
Chapter 717, Florida Statutes, requires financial 
institutions and other entities to report intangible 
personal property they are holding that is 
considered unclaimed or abandoned.  Examples 
of such property include inactive bank accounts, 
stocks, bonds, uncashed dividends, utility 
deposits and refunds.  In addition to money and 
securities, the State’s holdings also include 
tangible property from safe deposit boxes and 
trust holdings, such as watches, jewelry, coins, 
currency, stamps, historical items and other 
miscellaneous articles.  The property must have 
been inactive for a set period of time, usually 
between one and five years.  The Comptroller’s 
Office acts as custodian for the State of Florida, 
holding the unclaimed property in trust until the 
property is claimed. The State never takes legal 
ownership of the property.  Unclaimed money is 

deposited into the State School Fund, and is 
used exclusively for public education. 
 
The Comptroller’s Office takes great effort in 
locating rightful owners of the property.  Citizens 
have the right to claim property at any time 
regardless of the amount.  During the current 
fiscal year $109.5 million in unclaimed property 
and another $46.3 million in securities were 
received, while $46.4 million was returned to the 
rightful owners.  Citizens in Florida may call the 
Department’s toll free customer service hotline 
at 1-888-258-2253 to check on unclaimed 
property (outside of Florida, call (850) 488-7777) 
or visit Unclaimed Property’s website at 
http://up.dbf.state.fl.us. 
 
Bonded Debt 
 
The State has both full faith and credit bonds 
and revenue bonds outstanding.  A full faith and 
credit bond has a specific revenue source 
dedicated to making the debt service (principal 
and interest) payments. However, if that source 
is not sufficient to meet the debt service 
requirements, the State is obligated to provide 
other monies to make the payments. Full faith 
and credit bonds are limited to financing various 
types of capital projects and land acquisitions. 
The State is not authorized to issue bonds to 
fund governmental operations. 
 
A revenue bond has a specific source of 
revenue other than state tax revenues (i.e. toll 
collections) dedicated to make the debt service 
payments.  If these revenues are insufficient to 
make the required payments, the State is not 
obligated to provide any additional monies to 
make the debt service payments. 
 
Prior to the issuance of either a full faith and 
credit bond or a revenue bond, the Division of 
Bond Finance reviews supporting 
documentation to provide assurance that the 
pledged revenue sources are expected to be 
sufficient to provide adequate funding of the 
debt service requirements.  
 
At the end of the fiscal year 1999, the State had 
$15,129,591,000 in bonded debt outstanding.  
The State has maintained very good bond 
ratings, allowing for lower interest rates on its 
debt. 
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Bonded Debt 

For the Fiscal Year Ended 
June 30 

 
     

Full Faith and Credit –  
    State Taxes                                            1999                       1998 
 Education                   $    7,753,826,000 $    7,309,255,000 
 Transportation 916,104,000    776,835,000 
    8,669,930,000 8,086,090,000 
   
Full Faith and Credit –  
    Other Sources 
 Conservation(1) 47,535,000     57,215,000 
 Transportation(2) 542,740,000   559,850,000 
 590,275,000   617,065,000 
   
Revenue  
 Education 1,018,696,000    486,983,000 
 Conservation 2,753,745,000 2,604,045,000 
 Transportation 1,712,435,000 1,622,670,000 
 Public Facilities 375,575,000   327,490,000 
 Investment Restoration 8,935,000     …… 
 5,869,386,000 5,041,188,000 
    
 Total   $ 15,129,591,000 $ 13,744,343,000 
 
(1)Payable from local government water and sewage facilities.  $45,375,000 has been 

escrowed. 
(2)Jacksonville Transportation Authority Bonds and Broward County Expressway  
     Authority (part of the Florida Turnpike) 
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SSTTAATTEE  OOFF  FFLLOORRIIDDAA  
CCOOMMPPTTRROOLLLLEERR’’SS  OOFFFFIICCEE  

 
THE COMPTROLLER…HAS BEEN THOUGHT OF FIRST OF ALL AS THE “WATCHDOG OF THE 
PUBLIC TREASURY.”  THIS ROLE IS EMPHASIZED IN THE OFFICIAL SEAL OF THE OFFICE.  IT 
SHOWS A LARGE SAFE GUARDED BY A DOG WITH THE WORD DEFENDO BENEATH.  DEFENDO 
MEANS “I DEFEND.” 
The Florida Handbook, 21st Edition, 1987-1988 by Allen Morris   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
VISION  

 

 Defines our goals for the 
future. 

 
♦ Accountability to the people 

of Florida is our highest 
priority. 

 
 
♦ We will ensure that the State 

is fiscally sound and is 
accountable to the public 
through the Florida 
Accounting Information 
Resource (FLAIR) programs.

 
 
♦ We will deploy the use of 

state-of-the art information 
technology to accomplish our 
responsibilities. 

 
 
♦ We will continuously provide 

the citizens of Florida with 
timely, factual and 
comprehensive information 
on the financial status of the 
State. 

 
MISSION  

 

 States why we exist as a 
department and what we 
want to achieve for the 
citizens of the State of 

Florida.  
 
 
 
♦ The Office of Comptroller/ 

Department of Banking and 
Finance serves as the 
"Watchdog" of public 
funds. 

 
 
 
 
♦ Defends and protects the 

financial interests of Florida 
citizens through the 
conduct of our 
constitutional and 
regulatory responsibilities. 

 
 
 
 
♦ Supports those financial 

industries that the 
Department oversees. 

 

 
STRATEGIC ISSUES 

 
♦ Accountability for funds entrusted to Florida State 

government. 
 
♦ Concern for consumers and protection of their 

financial interests. 
 
♦ Regulation of the financial services industry and 

concern for the economic prosperity, integrity, and 
reputation of the industry. 
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State of Florida
Principal Officials

for the Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 1999

EXECUTIVE BRANCH

Jeb Bush, Governor
Frank Brogan, Lieutenant Governor

CABINET
Robert F. Milligan, Comptroller

Katherine Harris, Secretary of State
Robert A. Butterworth, Attorney General

Bill Nelson, Treasurer and Insurance Commissioner
Bob Crawford, Commissioner of Agriculture
Tom Gallagher, Commissioner of Education

LEGISLATIVE BRANCH

SENATE
Toni Jennings, President

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
John Thrasher, Speaker

JUDICIAL BRANCH

SUPREME COURT
Major B. Harding, Chief Justice
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THE ELECTORATE OF FLORIDA

Legislative Branch Executive Branch Judicial Branch
Senate Supreme Court
House of Representatives District Courts of Appeal - 5 Districts

   Circuit Courts - 20 Circuits
Public Service Commission    County Courts - 67 Counties
Auditor General

Legislative Support Services: Justice Administrative Commission
   Office of Legislative Services Judicial Qualifications Commission
   Office of Legislative Information * State Attorneys
      Technology Services * Public Defenders
   Office of Economic and Demographic    * Elected Officials

      Research
Commission on Ethics

Agencies headed by the
Governor and Cabinet

   Lt. Governor    Comptroller    Department of Education
   Executive Office of the Governor       Department of Banking and Finance    Department of Highway Safety & Motor
Agencies of the Governor    Secretary of State       Vehicles
   Agency for Health Care Administration       Department of State    Department of Law Enforcement
   Department of Business and    Attorney General    Department of Revenue
       Professional Regulation       Department of Legal Affairs    Department of Veterans' Affairs

   Department of Citrus    Insurance Commissioner & Treasurer
   Department of Community Affairs       Department of Insurance

   Department of Corrections    Commissioner of Agriculture Other Agencies
   Department of Elder Affairs       Department of Agriculture &    Game & Fresh Water Fish Commission
   Department of Environmental Protection          Consumer Services    Parole Commission
   Department of Children and Families    Commissioner of Education    State Board of Administration
   Department of Health       Secretary of the Board of Education

   Department of Juvenile Justice
   Department of Labor and Employment 
      Security
   Department of the Lottery
   Department of Management Services
   Department of Military Affairs
   Department of Transportation

Florida's Constitution, in the traditional American pattern of "separation of power," divides the governmental structure of the state
        into three separate independent branches.

The Legislative Branch has exclusive law-making power and determines the general policies by which the problems of society
        are to be met.

The Executive Branch, with the Governor as its chief, administers the laws made by the Legislature.  The Cabinet shares
        some executive power and responsibilities with the Governor.

The Judicial Branch interprets the law and applies the Constitution.

Governor Cabinet
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Fort Zachary Taylor, Key West, Florida 
 
Florida’s Comprehensive Annual Financial Report is available via the Comptroller’s web 
site at www.dbf.state.fl.us in both HTML and PDF format.   
 
The Florida Communities Network web site provides links to all Florida state agencies, 
committees, commissions and other organizations.  In addition, the site also includes 
links to local governments in Florida.  The site may be accessed at fcn.state.fl.us. 
 
 
 
 
 

Comptroller Hotlines: 
 
Comptroller’s Get Lean Hotline:  1-800-GET LEAN  (438-5326)   answers calls from 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., about waste, fraud and abuse in state government, and accepts 
suggestions on how the state can save money.  Messages can be left during non-
working hours.  Callers can remain anonymous. 
 
Comptroller’s Consumer Hotline:  1-800-848-3792  (Florida only)  takes questions 
and complaints from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday on businesses 
regulated by the Divisions of Banking, Finance (including Unclaimed Property), and 
Securities, and on matters of investigatory interest to the Office of Financial 
Investigations. 
 
Funeral and Cemetery Hotline:  1-800-323-2627  to ask questions and get information 
about the regulation of cemeteries in the State or “pre-need” requirements. 
 
Unclaimed Property Hotline:  1-88VALUABLE  (1-888-258-2253)  Call toll-free to see 
if the state is holding money in your name. 
 
Note:  Hearing impaired citizens can call the Department’s TDD line at (850) 921-8377. 
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Florida Facts 
 
 
Date Florida Became Part of the United States ....................................................................1821 

Inception as a State (27th State) ........................................................................... March 3, 1845 

First Permanent European Settlement ..........................................1565, St. Augustine, by Spain 

Form of Government ..................................................................... Legislative-Executive-Judicial 

 Capitol ......................................................................................................................Tallahassee 

 

State Symbols 

 Flower......................................................................................................... Orange Blossom 

 Tree .....................................................................................................................Sabal Palm 

 State Marine Mammal..............................................................................................Manatee 

 Animal........................................................................................................... Florida Panther 

 Freshwater Fish .........................................................................................Largemouth Bass 

 Saltwater Fish ............................................................................................................ Sailfish 

 Bird .....................................................................................................................Mockingbird 

 

Total Area .....................................................................................................58,560 square miles 

 Land Area ..............................................................................................54,252 square miles 

 Water Area ..............................................................................................4,308 square miles 

Miles of State Highways....................................................................................over 12,000 miles 

Coastline.........................................................................................................1,197 statute miles 

Number of Lakes (greater than 10 acres)...................................................................about 7,700 

Number of Islands (greater than 10 acres).................................................................about 4,500 

Highest Natural Point .............................................................................345 feet above sea level 

 

Recreation 

 Number of State Parks.....................................................................................................150 

 Area of State Parks......................................................................................... 432,444 acres 

 Florida's National Parks ....................... Big Cypress, Biscayne, Dry Tortugas, & Everglades 

 Florida's National Forests ....................................................Apalachicola, Ocala, & Osceola 

 Number of National Wildlife Refuges & 

      National Marine Sanctuaries .........................................................................................13 

Source:  Florida Departments of State, Agriculture, and Transportation 

 


