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PURPOSE:


As a means of reducing the possibility of personnel being injured while working in close proximity to vehicular traffic, personal safety vests have been placed on all fire rescue apparatus and shall be utilized as outlined below.


POLICY:



Personnel safety vests shall be worn by all fire rescue personnel operating in areas where vehicular traffic is anticipated and complete turnout gear (including pants and coat) or raingear is not being worn.  


Normal safety precautions must be exercised on the scene of all emergencies.


PROCEDURE:

1. Each member will be issued a safety vest.

2. Each member is responsible to maintain the vest and ensure its availability for use when appropriate.

3. Each member will don their assigned safety vest prior to entering the roadway.

4. It is the responsibility of persons in charge of units to ensure all personnel including students and riders utilize safety vests when appropriate.

5. Bunker gear (coat and pants) may be used in place of safety vest.


6. 
While safety vests do not ensure complete protection, they do increase on-scene visibility and therefore decrease the possibility that an individual will be struck by a moving vehicle.  .  

