


All personnel are hereby reminded that their actions on the fireground are now governed by chapter 69A-62.003 of the Florida Administrative Code (copy attached). 

It is the policy of Monroe County Fire Rescue that no member shall engage in structural firefighting operations unless he/she is, at minimum, Florida State Certified Firefighter I.
Such certification shall be on file at Monroe County Fire Rescue Headquarters.  Any member who has an exemption granted by the State Fire marshal subsequent to submission of form DFS-K4-1594 shall have such exemption on file at MCFR Headquarters.

Engaging in structural firefighting operations includes the following activities:

· Entering the IDLH atmosphere

· Operating within the potential collapse zone, defined as an area 1.5 times the height of the involved structure, laterally in all directions surrounding the structure.

· Wearing self contained breathing apparatus on the scene

· Wearing any helmet or other identification that would miss-identify the individual as having certification that he/she does not.

This prohibition does not apply to approved fire-training sessions in pursuit of needed certification.  This order is also not intended to prohibit qualified support personnel from engaging in activities outside of the exclusion zone that are supporting the operations of certified personnel.

This is an extremely important firefighter safety issue.  Violations of this policy will result in strict disciplinary actions against the offenders, including officers who allow the violation to occur.  Violators may also be subject to civil penalties and fines.
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